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March 12, 2020
Letter of support for Richard Watts

To whom it may concern,

It is my pleasure to draft these lines in order to recommend an artist of the
highest caliber and accomplishment- Richard Watts. | have known Richard
Watts for a decade now, having met him at Mildred’s Lane, the artists residency
program | co-direct in Beach Lake, Pennsylvania. Richard attended the
residency in its first formal year and we were able to spend a great deal of time
together over the course of the residency. | was immediately impressed by his
diligence, fierce commitment to his practice and his skill as a maker. | have

rarely encountered a more serious and focused artist.

Since that time, Richard Watts and | have maintained contact and | have
followed his artistic development with great interest. Richard and | share an
interest in the history of the representation of the natural world. While | often
focus on that history as one of institutional expression, Richard looks at the
environment itself. His work is largely a consideration of the pernicious long term
consequences of the early European settlement of North America. He works
with woodcraft and the specific materiality of early exploration and conquest.
The sculptural work is remarkably well crafted as he is a master maker. It also
has an undeniable uncanny beauty which makes it attractive and accessible to a

wide variety of viewers beyond artist professionals.



Richard Watts’ gifts as an artist are well distributed. He has mastered numerous
forms of art making, demonstrating a level of control and precision, rare in
artists today. This is matched only by his veracious curiosity and ample appetite

for research.

He is thoroughly devoted to the Canadian art context and responds to its history
and many cultural milestones. Any support you can give this exceptional artist
will certainly be funds well spent. He is one of the most serious and diligent

artists | have ever had the pleasure to encounter.

Without hesitation | confer my highest possible recommendation for this
talented and thoughtful artist. It is my sincere hope that you will review his
application with favor.

Yours Truly,

Mark Dion



